
34 LOG CABIN HOMES

W
hen Jamie and Ann Buskill decided to build a vacation home on Lake Barkley
in southwestern Kentucky, they had a vision. 

“We wanted to create an inviting cozy home where relatives and friends 
could gather yet have their own space to retreat to,” says Ann. With their three children
grown and married, one grandchild and another on the way, the idea of a central spot
for gathering has become even more important.

With abundant lake activities and majestic views, Lake
Barkley in Kentucky was the ideal spot for a retired couple
to build a beautiful home designed for entertaining.

LAKELivingBY JENNIFER DONAHUE
PHOTOS BY JAMES RAY SPAHN
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THIS LAKE BARKLEY LOG HOME HAS AMPLE SEATING IN
THE GREAT ROOM FOR VISITING FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 
OPPOSITE: WITH THREE ACRES OF PROPERTY THE 
HOMEOWNERS ENJOY LOTS OF PRIVACY AND A PRIME
LAKEFRONT LOCATION. 
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36 LOG CABIN HOMES

TOP LEFT: COVERED PORCHES
THAT WRAP AROUND THE
HOME PROVIDE COVERED
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

LEFT: THE GREAT ROOM
BRINGS THE OUTDOORS IN
WITH ITS FLOOR-TO-CEILING
WINDOWS OVERLOOKING 
LAKE BARKLEY.
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LOG CABIN HOMES 37

Jamie recently retired from his job as CFO for an interstate nat-
ural gas pipeline company, so the couple visits frequently—even
weekly—from their primary residence just two hours away. 

“We often celebrate major holidays at the cabin as our kids find
it really relaxing and enjoy their own space,” says Ann. “Since it
is located on Lake Barkley, we spend quite a bit of time at the
cabin during boating season.”

The Buskill’s lakefront home is built of 8x8 super double-round
profile engineered eastern white-pine logs with a mortise and
tenon corner and has a standing seam metal roof. It is surrounded
by a cultured-stone foundation and retaining wall. The kiln-dried
engineered logs have an average of 9 percent moisture content
and are reliably strong and stable, while the mortise-and-tenon
corner option adds some rustic character to the home.

“This house is a modified Alpine plan, which is a popular Tim-

berhaven floorplan,” says Gabrial Reed of Reed’s Log Homes in
Eddyville, Kentucky. “The Buskills removed the entire second floor
to open up the ceiling and kept the high vaulted pitch. This really
highlights the grand scale of the great room.”

Reed is a sales representative for Timberhaven Log & Timber
Homes, which is based in Middleburg, Pennsylvania, and worked
with the Buskills on their home plans.

The home has a main-floor master suite along with three en-
suite bedrooms on the lower level. The lower level also has a cozy
living room with fireplace and a built-in bar so guests can get
drinks at night or coffee in the morning without going upstairs.

Allowing guests to have privacy was the rationale behind giv-
ing each bedroom its own bathroom, and to keep things quiet,
the Buskills insulated all the walls and the lower-level ceiling.

“It was also important to us that the main floor be a big open

ABOVE: THE KITCHEN
IS RIGHT-SIZED FOR
VACATION LIVING,
WITH LOTS OF 
NATURAL LIGHT AND
A LARGE ISLAND SO
GUESTS CAN CHAT OR
SNACK WHILE THE
COOK IS PREPARING
MEALS. 
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area to gather, and this is one of the reasons we omitted the upstairs
loft area/bedrooms,” says Ann. “We often get the comment from guests
that the main floor looks like a lodge.” 

The great room is anchored by a prow wall with floor-to-ceiling win-
dows overlooking Lake Barkley.

“We really love everything about the cabin but if we had to pick
one it would probably be a toss-up between the big open main floor
with the view of the lake and the covered wrap around porch as our
favorite features,” says Ann. Facing northwest, the home has a stun-
ning lake view that can be seen from all of the common areas in the
house as well as from the master suite. 

Lake life brings a need for plenty of outdoor living space, so the home
has full 8-foot wrap-around porches circling the entire home, plus an
extended porch off the great room that is 15 feet deep, providing protec-
tion from the elements and a dry place to sit in a rain shower. 

“We enjoy sitting on the covered porch sipping on coffee watching
the day wake up,” says Ann. “We also enjoy watching sunsets over

38 LOG CABIN HOMES

ABOVE: THE MASTER SUITE HAS FRENCH DOORS LEADING TO THE WRAP-AROUND
PORCH, EXTENDING THE SITTING AREA.

RIGHT: THE MASTER BATHROOM HAS A LARGE TILED SHOWER AND A CLAWFOOT
SOAKING TUB.
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LOG CABIN HOMES 39

the lake since we have a perfect view from our covered porch.”
The home features custom hickory wood floors throughout the main

level and concrete stamped to look like barn wood on the lower level.
Ceilings are tongue-and-groove pine on the main level and stamped
copper on the lower level, for an elevated rustic feel.

Situated along the border between Kentucky and Tennessee, the
lake itself was created by a series of dams along the Cumberland River
where wildlife abounds, with frequent sightings of bald eagles and
deer. Lake Barkley offers ample recreation for visitors of all ages.

“We love boating, jet skis, fishing, hiking, and relaxing around a
fire outside,” says Ann. “In the winter, we love sitting in the hot tub
outside and watching barges going up and down the lake.”

With so much to offer, it’s no surprise that the Buskill’s lakefront
home has become a central hub for family and friends. I

Log Home Producer: Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes, 
Middleburg, Pennsylvania
Two-story home 
Square footage: 3,488 square feet plus 1,950 sq. ft. of full 
wrap-around porches
Bedrooms: 4 I Baths: 4.5

ABOVE: THE LOWER LEVEL OF THIS HOME HAS THREE GUEST BEDROOMS, A FIRE-
PLACE, AND A SMALL KITCHEN/BAR FOR ENTERTAINING. 

LEFT: THE HOMEOWNERS ENJOY SPENDING TIME ON THEIR COVERED PORCH, WITH
FANS FOR COMFORT IN THE SUMMER MONTHS. 
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